Central xanthoma of the jaw in association with Noonan syndrome.
Xanthomas are histiocytic lesions of the skin, soft tissue, and bone and are generally considered to be reactive in nature. When they arise in the bones of the jaw, they are referred to as central xanthomas. New evidence supports the hypothesis that central xanthomas are a separate and distinct entity from their extragnathic counterparts. Noonan syndrome (NS) is an autosomal dominant disorder that has been associated with giant cell lesions, which also commonly occur in the jaw. We present a case of a 15-year-old boy with NS who presented with a radiolucent lesion of the mandible that on excision was found to be a central xanthoma. Although giant cell lesions have been well described in NS, xanthomas of the jaw have not been reported. We will also discuss the entities that must be excluded before making a diagnosis of central xanthoma, as this can affect both treatment and follow-up.